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Birds are common denizens of the ecosystem and are considered indicator species (Blair 1999) . They serve as monitors to examine the long term effects of habitat fragmentation. The Indian subcontinent has 1340 bird species (Ali & Ripley 1987; Manakadan & Pittie 2001) . Recent developmental activities in the urban areas have led to large scale reduction in the quality of natural habitats. This has prompted us to make a survey of birds in Kurukshetra university campus.
Study Area: Kurukshetra University (29 0 5744.62N & 76 0 4910.80E) is located in Haryana, at a distance of 4km. from Kurukshetra Railway Station and 8kms. from Pipli. Kurukshetra is very hot in summer and remarkably cold in winter, with atmospheric temperature varying from 45 0 C in summer and 2 0 C in winter. The 160ha university campus is situated on the western bank of the holy tank, Brahm Sarovar. A channel connecting Bhakra canal with Brahm Sarovar passes through the campus. The campus is surrounded by agricultural lands where wheat and paddy are cultivated. The important vegetation of the campus includes trees like Mangifera indica, Syzigium cumini, Eucalyptus hybrida, Syzigium frutcience, Morus alba, Citrus jambhiri, Eriobotrya japonica, Psydium quajava, Ficus carica, Azadirachta indica, Alstonia scholaris, Ficus bengalensis, Tectona grandis, Aegle marmelos, Emblica officinalis, Polyaithia longifolia, Thuja compacta, Delonix regia, Plumeria acutifolia, Terminalia arjuna, Bauhinia variegata, Kigelia sp., Ficus religiosa, Cassia fistula, Populus sp., Grevillea robusta, Mimusops elengi etc. The dominant shrubs are Cassia javanica, Ervatamia coronaria, Bougainvillea sp., Thevetia peruviana, Murraya exotica, Hibiscusrosa sinensis, Lagerstromea parviflora, Hamelia patens, Zizyphus jujuba, Zizyphus numularia, Acacia arabica, Capparis deciduas, Jasminum sp., Calotropis procera, Euphorbia sp., Nerium oleander, Lantana chamaera, Clerodendron sp. etc. while Parthenium, Amaranthus spinosus, Chenopodium ambrosiodes, Canbis sativa are the prominent weeds.
Methods: The study was carried out in the campus for four years, i.e., January 2005 to December 2008. Regular surveys were done by walking on fixed routes through the study area. Birds were observed from 0600 to 1000 hr and from 1600 to 1800 hr and details on habitat type, season, feeding habit and status (resident/migrant, breeding/nonbreeding) and frequency of occurrence were recorded. Ali & Ripley (1987) and Grimmet et al. (1999) were followed for identification. Breeding status was assigned after observing a standard protocol. The check list was prepared following Manakadan & Pittie (2001) . Occurrence criteria were, Common recorded 9-10 times out of 10 visits, Fairly common recorded 6 -8 times out of 10 visits, Uncommon recorded 3 -5 times out of 10 visits, Rare recorded 0 -2 times out of 10 visits, and Irregular.
Results and Discussion: A total of 92 bird species belonging to 67 genera and 37 families were recorded which comprised 46 non passerine and 46 passerine species ( Sunbird and Red Vented Bulbul were common residents. Eurasian Wryneck and Dark-throated Thrush were irregular visitors. Surprisingly the House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), a very common breeding resident, could not be recorded even once in the university campus during the entire span of the survey. The campus avifauna is composed of insectivores (33) followed by omnivores (25), carnivores (20), granivores (13), fruigivores (8) and nectarivores (2). The campus calls for more efforts in biodiversity and ecology conservation.
